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COVID-19, Social Distancing and Household Welfare

This paper measures the household welfare change caused by the outbreak of COVID-19 and subsequent
social distancing policy The sample households are grouped by income and the welfare changes are
compared between the households with or without children under 19 yeard old. We use 17" 23 and 24"
Korea Labor and Income Panel Study (KLIPS) data to analyze household consumption, leisure. The results
show that the welfare levels measured by consumption-equivalent welfare worsened after the outbreak and
by the social distancing measure for all the households with children under 19 years old, particularly 1% to
34 quintile household. We discuss the implication drawn by the results of this study in the conclusion.
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